
 

 

 

 

 

Building Awareness: 

In all countries with an IPA presence those at work live the Laudato Si message raising local and 

international awareness of how the SDGs are lived out in our collective care for creation. Our 

Presentation work so often demands that we accompany those who are left furthest behind. In our 

care for creation we involve those affected most and affected first by the worst effects of climate 

change and enduring poverty during this declared climate and biodiversity emergency.   

We honour and advance the rights of the earth in our work to spread the message of the IPCC 

reports on climate change. We translate the macro message into micro actions that are examples of 

carbon capture that mitigate and slow climate change. Presentation examples can be seen in our 

bog restoration and conservation in Lixnaw Co. Kerry  or in the work of Erin Earth in Wagga Wagga 

Australia where an intergenerational approach welcomes involves all age groups and all 

communities in demonstrating sustainable living in local communities.  

To reduce our carbon footprint is our commitment to walk lightly on the earth and to think and act 

proactively in this regard is to ensure that the ability of future generations to live sustainably is not 

compromised.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G74Qix2d-h2Y91ysa-nVIEP_HYI0jwev/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109781223852144505988&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://erinearth.org.au/


     

22 Acres of bog rested, conserved and restored.  

   

Sphagnum  Moss and yellow bog asphodel returning to the restored bog in Lixnaw.  

 

Developing Programmes of Study: 

In North and South India, in Presentation schools and in the tribal communities there are ongoing 

agricultural programmes that educate on sustainable land use in a changing local environment, 

bringing the latest ideas to subsistence farming. The effects of climate change are most visible in our 

Presentation Countries of the Global South and the climate and weather is to the fore of all 

conversations. New flooding, drought and temperature records thwart the best attempts of many of 

the poorest to live sustainably and substantially from the land.  

In Dakota the Presentation Sisters have gifted one hundred acres of forest back to nature as they 

employ two people to manage the critical care of this modest earth resource. As part of this rare gift 

they have also prepared and delivered very well supported classes on regenerative agriculture 

combining the best of science (solar panel, irrigation techniques) with age old land management 

practices.  

Much of the learning is done hand in hand with the inspiration of the first nations peoples, 

indigenous peoples whose precious and instinctive care for creation helps us to frame classes on 

sustainable development. In this way we practically call for measurement of local SDG progress as 

we map our Laudato Si actions plotting a course for improved futures.   



In the Philippines (see photos below) school-children are encouraged early (and often) in their 

education to take an active participatory role in their care for creation. Encouraging global 

citizenship recognises our connection with each other in our relationship with our planet. Planting 

trees and gardens, caring for animals, understanding the “cry of the earth” are all responses 

encouraged and developed in Presentation Schools using Luadato Si, the SDGs and local experiences.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gA5z1pcEjzhWhT0Z_MdsyOTyOEZs6wTA/view


 

SDG Reflections 

To hit the ground running the Presentation Justice Contacts of the Union developed an explanatory 

and practical resource on the SDGs – A Contemplative Dialogue that situated the SDGs in a personal 

and community context. The relevance and importance of the SDGs was linked to people and planet. 

The practical reflections (one per SDG) invited all to follow a template for engaging in contemplative 

dialogue and to be creative in facilitating these reflections, adapting to various settings – Religious 

Communities, groups of Friends of Nano/Co-Workers/Students/Others in relation to our ministries 

and interfaith groups. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XrOMKqaiHfL-D16Fuzy6nq9m-lQuRvfb/view


 

The Sisters of North India have taken this idea of the SDGs from a contemplative stance and moved 

to create a set of contemporary monthly reflections that combine the promise of the SDGs with the 

actions and call of Laudato Si. Each month a different community of sisters is charged with 

developing these well thought out reflections that offer learning, reflection, hope, ministry and 

practical action. You can see them, use them and share them Here. 

 

In the Presentation Schools in Ireland students at all levels are encouraged to rise to the 

“Challenge to Change”.  This innovative and practical programme seeks to raise awareness 

and share learnings that bring about their greater understanding of global inequality allowing 

young people see the impact of a changing global environment. Students are empowered to 

explore ways in which their actions at local level can make a positive difference in their 

communities. By informing the students and the wider community, the project will bring 

about a heightened awareness, a social consciousness, an intergenerational response with a 

forward thinking and broader vision and appreciation of developmental issues as they affect 

all of us. We are learning from the youngest the most important lessons and as Presentation 

people we must equip them with the tools, the information, the techniques and the avenues to 

be the ardent activists that we know, are now being listened to. Our work is to support them 

so that not only are they listened to but that they are also heard.   (Photos Below) 

https://sites.google.com/view/ipa-focus-group-2/north-india-reflecdtions?authuser=0
https://www.challengetochangeproject.com/


  

  

Challenge to Change was awarded the Eco-Congregation Ireland Award for in caring for God’s 

Creation 

Creating a forum within the IPA. 

We learn and are encouraged by practical examples of our care for creation. In South India 

the Presentation Sisters continue to be involved with communities undertaking a Participatory 

Rural Appraisal (photos below) that will list those factors and incidences of apparent Climate 

Change. Such a qualitative survey will assist in the development of models that will help 

those in the villages adapt and mitigate future climate change.  

 

https://sites.google.com/view/ipa-focus-group-2/june-meeting/october-meeting?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/ipa-focus-group-2/june-meeting/october-meeting?authuser=0


This Participatory rural appraisal is an approach used by non-governmental organisations and 

other agencies involved in international development. The approach aims to incorporate the 

knowledge and opinions of rural people in the planning and management of development 

projects and programmes in the understanding that it is not about you without you. The lived 

experience is central and core to any new approach. 

   

   

SDGs 

The SDS Promise is one that connects all in the IPA and our ability to monitor the progress of 

all our IPA countries is to the fore in our annual attendance at and involvement in the High 

Level Political Forum. At a local level we encourage our governments to develop and present 

an honest Voluntary National Review (VNR) that includes achievable targets for the phased 

implementation of the SDGs locally and internationally whilst at the same time including 

space and a role for civil society where civil society space is narrowing. Locally we try to be 

involved in the plans to develop a national implementation plan that sets out how the SDGs 

https://sites.google.com/view/cctj/hlpf-2020/hlpf-2019?authuser=2
https://sites.google.com/view/cctj/hlpf-2020/hlpf-2019?authuser=2


are to be achieved as we insist that to be consulted or informed is not good enough and that 

partnership and participation of all stakeholders is fundamental to the achievement of all the 

SDGs for everyone, everywhere.  

 

 

The annual COP Climate Meetings take centre stage each year thanks mainly to the Fridays 

For Futures campaign spearheaded by young inspirational activists such as Greta Thunberg. 

It must also be noted that such campaigning and activism has always central to the 

Presentation Charism but now we look forward to an intergenerational activism that unites as 

opposed to divides.  

 

COP26 in Glasgow united the Presentation Sisters with other religious and lay to campaign 

by petition, prayer and action to motivate and mobilise to soften hardened entrenched and 

insupportable positions and opinions. We mobilised and encourage all to engage in the Three 

Presentation Asks for COP26 (photos below). We continue to engage, listen and activate as 

we look forward to COP 27 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt knowing full well that civil society 

space in Egypt is non-

existent, that striking or 

protesting is an offense 

and that the meaningful 

participation of women is 

not tolerated. It appears 

that Egypt may be in for a 

shock when the COP27 

Blue and Green Zones roll 

into town and in some 

way we will be counted 

among them.   

https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/3asksforcop26/home
https://sites.google.com/view/3asksforcop26/home


 



  

#  
  


